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For Friends’ Review. 
THE INNER LIFE OF THE EARLY 
CHURCH. 
NO. III. 


Another important part of their meetings 
for worship was the reading of the holy 
Writings. This reading was by no means 
confined to the present canon of the Old and 
New Testaments, but the different churches 
kept up a pretty regular correspondence with 
each other, and the news of welfare or of 
persecution was read aloud to the assembled 
congregation on the first day of the week. 

The Epistles of Clement and of Barnabas, 
and the singular Book of the Pastor of Her- 
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mas were read in many an early gather- 
ing. Perhaps no Christian community more 
thoroughly carries out this ancient practice 
of one congregation corresponding with 
another than the Society of Friends in the 
Yearly Meeting’s Epistle and the regular in- 
terchange of Epistles between the different 
Yearly Meetings. 

We may take as a specimen of this early 
epistolary correspundence the following 
| abridged Epistle: “The Church of God 
which sojourns at Smyrna to the Church of 
God sojourning at Philomelium, and to all 
| the congregations of the holy church in every 
place, Mercy, peace and love from God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ be multi- 
|plied. We have written unto you, brethren, 
as to what relates tu the Martyrs, especially 
| concerning the blessed Polycarp, with whom 
the persecution ended, he having as it were 
set a seal upon it, (7. e. put an end to it) by his 
martyrdom. The whole multitude marvel- 
ing at the nobleness of the God-fearing and 
|God-loving race of Christians, cried out, 
|‘ Away with the Atheists, let Polyearp be 
sought out!’ His pursuers, with horsemen, 


»» | Went forth at supper-time with their weapons, 


‘as if going against a robber. He refused to 
leseape, saying, ‘The will of the Lord be 
done.’ Some of them said, ‘Why was so 
much effort made to capture such an old 
man?’ Immediately be ordered something 
to be set before them, to eat and drink as 
much as they chose, while he besought them 
to allow him an hcur for prayer without dis- 
turbance. 

“As Polycarp was entering the stadium a 
voice cried out, ‘Be strong and show thy- 
self a man, ‘O! Polycarp.’ The tumult be- 
came very great. The Proconsul sought to 
persuade him, saying, ‘ Have respect to thy 
old age; swear by the fortune of Cesar; 
repent, swear, and I will set thee at liberty; 
reproach Christ.’ Polycarp replied, ‘ Eighty 
and six years have I served Him, and He 
never did me any injury; how then can I 
blaspheme my King and my Saviour?’ 
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tation, consoles the feeble-minded, stills the 
waves, raises the fallen, and preserves those 
that stand. Prayer is the bulwark of faith, 
our arms and weapons against the adversary. 
Therefore let us never go about unarmed !” 

One more thought was firmly engrafted 
into the inner life of the early Church, and 
that was pity for the erring, the desire to 
rescue the perishing. We may all remember 
how the Apostle John was carried into the 
church when aged and infirm, and stretch- 
ing out his band, said, “ Little children, 
love one another,” but he showed that love 
also by seeking the lost. After he was re- 
leased from Patmos, we are told that he 
went to Ephesus, and seeing in the church 
a fine young man, he turned to the Bishop 
and said, “I commend this young man 
earnestly to thy care in the presence of the 
church and of Christ.” 


sary qualifications in our own days for those 
who go forth in the Spirit of Christ to pre- 
vail, Henry STaNLEY NEWMAN. 
Leominster, England. 
THE NESTORIANS OF OROOMIAH. 

H. J. Van Lennep, in his “ Bible Lands,” 
maintains that we have the strongest evi- 
dence that the Nestorians are the lineal 
descendants of the ancient Ass; rians, whom 
they strikingly resemble in their features, 
and who were so closely allied by blood to 
the Hebrews. Their spoken language is a 
modern dialect of the Chaldee, but their 
written language is the ancient Chaldee. 
They occupy the plains east of ancient Nine- 
veb, and the Koordistan mountains. Ameri- 
can missionaries have been among them for 


Long afterwards he! many years, and the letter which follows 


returned again on a visitation to Ephesus, | was translated by a former missionary, W. 
and missing the young mau, he turved to| R. Stocking. Repeated accounts have come 


the Bishop and said, ‘‘ Come, return me my 
deposit which I entrusted to thy care in the 
presence of the eburch.” 

The Bishop at first thought he referred to 
some deposit of money, but when reminded 
of the young man, he replied, “ He is dead.” 
“How, and what death?” enquired John. 
“ He is dead to God,” answered the Bishop, 
“he bas turned out wicked and abandoned, 
and now heads a band of robbers among the 
mountains.” ‘A fine keeper I left of a 
brother’s soul,” indignantly exclaimed John, 
as he rent his clothes. ‘‘ But now let a horse 
be got ready and some one to guide me.” He 
rode straightway to the mountains, and was 
taken prisoner by the robbers. “ For this 
very purpose am I come,” he said, “ con- 
duct me to your captain.” 

When tbe young man saw the aged Apostle 
face to face with him, he was so overcome 
with shame, that he turned to run away. 
The apostle ran after him, crying out, “ Why 
dost thou flee, my son, from thy defenceless 
aged father. Have compassion on me, my 
son. Fear not. Thou still hast hope of life. 
I will intercede with Christ for thee.” The 
young robber captain threw away his arms, 
burst into tears, fell on the Apostle’s neck 
John did not leave him until he was safely 
restored to the Church. 

We gather therefore that the early Church 
earnestly strove to maintain good order by 
the regular appointment of responsible church 
officers; secondly, that they adopted means, 
adapted to their changing circumstances, to 
provide for the efficient edification and in- 
struction and fellowship of the flock ; thirdly, 
that the inner thoughts that made them 
strong to suffer and to labor were the 
patience, the prayer, and the persevering 
love in seeking the lost that are the neces 


of the sore famine affecting that country, but 
the appeal in this letter is su touching, that we 
believe there will be some who read it who 
will be glad to know that they can send con- 
tributions to E. G. Woodard; 1334 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

The letter, dated Hassan, Botan, Persia, 
Dec. 21st, 1879, was written to the Bible- 
school at Alameda, California, which bad sent 
a bell for the chapel at Hassan. After ac- 
knowledging the gift with warm thanks, the 
writer proceeds : 

“IT think you wi:l be glad to hear some- 
thing more about us. Our village of Hassan 
is situated in the western skirts of the Koor- 
distan mountains, three days’ journey [about 
100 miles] to the northeast of Mosul, that is, 
ancient Nineveh, and about four hours [12 
miles] east of the Tigris River. We are about 
ten miles distant from Mt. Judy, or Kardo, 
where the people of this section think the 
ark of Noah rested. In our village a place 
is shown which is called ‘the grave of Noah,’ 
another called ‘ Noah’s Vineyard,’ and there 
are caves in the mountains near, where the 
snow remains all summer. 

“Our village bas fruit-bearing orchards 
about it,—grapes, figs, pomegranates, apples, 
apricots and peaches. In one of these orchards 
sleeps that blessed missionary and sweet lady, 
Mrs. Stocking, under the shade of our trees— 
she that without doubt is now shining as a 
jewel in the crown of our Saviour, for whom 
and His gospel’s sake she forsook all, and 
sacrificed her life in its bud for our people. 
There are fifty houses in our village, and the 
people are divided into three sects, Nestor- 
ians, Armenians and Papists. About half 
of the village are Protestants, that is, receive 
the evangelical faith, We have twenty- 
eight members in our church—thirteen of 
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whom are females, and there are ten others | ‘‘ the worst of the heathen.” The aborigines of 
we hope are near to life... . We have a; Australia have been regarded as nearly the low. 
Sunday-school of sixty souls. . We) cm, Sy amas an lactacin th aiceeiie a race, 
have a day-school of —— boys and | -avians have two missions among them in Coons 
girls, but it makes one’s heart burn to see|jand, Australia, and says The Moravian, they 
them come to school ragged and bare-footed | show “thriving villages, neat churches, and de. 


and hungry. And there are other children | cently-living communities of 175 native Chris. 
of our congregation who cannot attend | tians, whose arrowroot took a prize medal at the 
school from hunger and want, and have to| Vienna Exhibition.” 
beg from door to door for a mouthful of ie canis 
bread. 
“ During the week we have two meetings,| LETTER FROM STANLEY PUMPHREY, 
and we gather in the evenings by turn in the —— 
houses, and the one who invites us to come| To the Editor of Friends’ Review: 
to his house will call in his neighbors to the . 
hour of prayer. Dear Friend: 
‘Tbe members of our church greatly love} I had hoped to write to thee before this, 
to give their tithes to the gospel, but in| but since our return from America there 
these years of plunderings and high prices} have been many matters to engage our at- 
they are not able to give as they desire, yet| tention, though not much that bas seemed 
from the great depths of their poverty, even| worth writing about. Our religious services 
this terrible year, they bave given ten to-| during the ten weeks since we landed have 
mans ($20) to the gospel. ... A part of} been chiefly in our own and a few neighbor. 
our people and congregation have run away/ing meetings. I have paid two visits to 
from the village, and scattered to other | Birmingham where there is one of our 
places, themselves and their children, for the | largest and most active meetings, and where 
keeping of their heads, - (self-preservation) our people are quite an influential com- 
and those that are left in the village are|munity. They have over five hundred 
fallen under weighty cares and great anxie-|members and about a bundred and fifty 
ties of famine and bigh prices. A bushel of| “ attenders,” as we call those who make our 
wheat is eight or ten times its usual price. | meetings their place of worship, although 
The poor of our village and country are| not united to us in membership. In the 
halting between death and life. There are/| different mission schools taught by Friends, 
those who for two days or more have noth-| only such as are over sixteen years of age 
ing to eat, and are obliged to fast. We hear| being admitted, some three thousand 
this way and that of those who have died| scholars are enrolled, and their average 
from starvation, parents selling their chil-| attendance is unusually high, though 4 
dren because they cannot feed them, anguish | large proportion of them have to come at 
and fear fill every heart. The care and|the early hour of 7.30 a.m. In connection 
anxiety and conversation of everybody is| with these schools, a number of mission 
about roop:—‘ What shall we do that we| meetings have sprung up. Light are now 
die not from starvation ?’ held every First-day evening, with an 
“ A few days ago a woman was killed by | aggregate attendance of about a thousand. 
her own relatives because she gave one sheet! So powerful is the influence for good exerted 
of bread to charity to a poor beggar. by these instrumentalities, that many years 
“Oh! Thou merciful Lord! Thou art the|ago when they were much smaller than at 
Lord of the poor, have mercy on them. present, Jobn Angell James, an eminent 
“ Brethren and sisters, we are not ashamed | Congregationalist minister, spoke of “ that 
to tell you, and all the lovers of Christ, our|noblest of Birmingham Institutions, the 
condition, and ask you to stretch out the| Friends Severn Street: Schools.” 
helping band to the poor of our church and| The principal object of my visit was to 
country before they die from hunger. . -|attend a series of meetings held in connec- 
‘We are also beseeching you, oh ye that| tion with the opening of a fine new room, 
love God, that you remember us in your| which is to be used as a class room, and a8 
prayers, for we have fallen into days of an-|a meeting-room for the young people. It 
guish and distress. Perhaps the Lord will| will hold about 300. On Third mo. 14th, 
hear the prayers of His elect and shorten| when the first meeting was held, and again 
those days. Signed, Mar Yoser.” j|on the 21st, when my wife and H. 8. New- 
The sore famine in this region is fully cer-| man were present, it was well filled. On 
tified to by missionaries. the 28th, I was there again, and, although 
hardly any special notice had been given, 
THE Moravians, in their mission work, have|there was a good attendance, betokening 
no: chosen easy tasks, but have labored among | favorably for the permanence of the congre- 
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gation. The week-night services held be- 
teen the 2lst and 28th were much smaller, 
the absorbing interest of the Parliamentary 
elections drawing off a great many. I[t was 
cheering to see a constant attendance on the 
part of several young men of the meeting 
who are giving themselves earnestly to mis. 
sion work. 

I bave alluded to the elections. No doubt 
you in America have shared our interest in 
the important political contest we are having, 
the question before us being whether or not 
we should retain at the head of affairs, an 
obsequious party led by an unprincipled 
minister, who while neglecting home in- 
terests, was continually imperiling our re. 
lations with foreign powers. I was fortunate 
in being present when John Bright made 
his last great speech to his constituents pre- 
vious to his election. He looks aged, and 
his delivery has perhaps lost something of 
its fire, which is no matter of surprise 
when we consider bow nearly he has reached 
the threescore years and ten, but there 
is the same grasp of mind and vigorous ex- 
pression, and he still presents his thoughts 
in those well chosen words, and admirably 
rhythmical and balanced sentences which 
have given him the bigh place he enjoys as 
a master of English prose and as an orator 


of our own or of any age. 
John Bright reviewed the course of the 


Beaconsfield administration, and showed 
how little good they had done at home, and 
how mucb mischief they had wrought abroad, 
and that while important domestic interests 
had been neglected, the attempt had been 
made to beguile the people with the false 
glitter of diplomatic and military glory. 
Bright was nowhere more eloquent than 
where he spoke of the terrible wickedness of 
the needless wars in which we have been 
engaged in S. Africa and Afghanistan. One 
passaze in which he referred to some of the 
incidental miseries of the Afgban campaign 
was so beautiful, I think thy readers will 
thank me for quoting it. ‘‘There is one 
point” he said, ‘‘ that so far as I know no one 
has ever touched upon, which has had a 
certain interest with me and has awakened 
my sympathies. I[ have seen in some of the 
narratives of the Afghan war, that all the 
regions round about had been swept for 
camels as beasts of burden for the forces. 
What became of the camels? The least 
number I have heard them put at was 30,- 
000. It has been reckoned as high as 40,000 
or 50.000 camels that have perished in these 
expeditions. One of our greatest poets in a 
beautiful stanza bas a line where he says, 
* Mute the camel labors with the heaviest load,’ 

but though the camel is not able by any 
voice of his to make protest or complaint, 





REVIEW. 613 


yet the burdened, over-driven, exhausted, 
dying beast—I cannot but believe that the 
eruelties inflicted upon him will be found 
written upon imperishable tablets by the 
recording angel.” 

The result of the elections will be known 
to you long before this letter can reach you. 
At the time I write, 519 seats are decided 
out of the 650 or so in the House of Com- 
mons, and there bas thus far been a net 
gain of 83 to the Liberals, so that there is a 
certainty of their going into office with a 
good working majority. Among those who 
have been returned are nine members of the 
Society of Friends, and six others intimately 
connected with us. John Bright is returned 
for Birmingham, Lewis Fry for Bristol, 
Wm. Fowler for Cambridge, J. Bottomley 
Firth for Chelsea, Theodore Fry for Darling- 
ton, J. Whitwell Pease for South Durham, 
Arthur Pease for Whitby, Ed. A. Leatham 
for Huddersfield and Geo. Palmer for Read- 
ing. For the first time I believe, two 
Quaker ministers, Arthur Pease and Theo- 
dore Fry, take their seats in the House. 

In the view of some thoughtful persons, 
there is an incongruity in the two positions. 
The servant of Christ should doubtless be 
well satisfied that in accepting one sphere of 
usefulness he does not do it at the expense 
of another of greater importance. The Holy 
Scriptures, however, set before us not a few 
bright examples of servants and prophets of 
the Most High to whom were assigned the 
most important positions of public trust. 
Not to speak of Mos.s and Samuel and 
David and Hezekiah, there were Joseph and 
Daniel who were prime ministers of heathen 
kings, and if it be objected that these all 
lived under the earlier dispensation, it may 
still be remembered that Paul numbered 
among his friends, Erastus the chamberlain 
of the city of Rome, and that tbere were 
‘saints’ in Ceesar’s household. Perbaps there 
may be more danger of mischief being done 
through Christian men _ tabooing public 
affairs as out of their province, and as far 
as any effort of theirs to the contrary is 
concerned letting them go to the bad, than 
from here and there one neglecting the 
greater service to which he may be called in 
his desire to be useful in the less. 

The early Friends do not seem to have 
been troubled with the idea of the incom- 
patibility between attention to State inter- 
ests and the faithful service of God. They 
served in the legislatures of Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island and North 
Carolina, and were some of them Governors 
in these States. Two bundred years ago on 
an occasion like the present, Wm. Penn 
addressed his fellow freeholders and electors 
on ‘‘ England’s great interest in the choice of 
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| 
this new Parliament,’ and he earnestly | 


pleads with them to choose upright and 
capable men who shall serve not themselves, 
but their country. The wise father-in-law 
of Moses gave a description of the right kind 
of men for public office, which cannot be 
surpassed. ‘‘ Thou shalt provide out of all 


the people,” he said, “able men, such as| 


fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness, 
and set them to be rulers.”” This precept is 
@ portion of the law which it is still desirable 
to carry out. We are commanded to pray 
for our rulers when they are in office ; it is 
surely equally incumbent upon us not only 
to pray, but to endeavor to get the right 
men there. 

I have written more than I expected, but 
I have long thought that America as well 
as England needs better men to the front in 
municipal, State and national affairs. 

Thy affectionate friend, 
STANLEY PUMPHREY. 








THE TRANSFIGURATION. 


While reading the portion of Matthew 
xvii., which constitutes our last lesson in the 
International series, a few thoughts came to 
my mind, presenting, I believe, the central 
picture of the selection, and bringing my 
meditations down from Mount Tabor or 
Hermon to the experiences of daily life, 
when the glory of the Shechinah rests upon 
a human soul. I refer to verses 5, 6, 7 and 
8, and the application is this: When, out of 
the silence and sleep of a cold, dark life there 
falls on the unexpectant ear the voice of God 
bringing the new, majestic revelation of the 
text, ‘This is my beloved Son, hear ye 
Him”—the human heart, awed and over- 
come by the mighty words filling the hither- 
to Godless sanctuary, falls before the invisi- 
ble influence, crushed by the weight of its 
own unbelief in the past—its present unfit 
ness and its inability to face the glory re- 
vealed. ‘Sore afraid” the soul submits to 
the revelation, yet, prostrate still, does not, 
cannot rise to meet the elements of a new 
life, until Jesus, the strong, the ever present, 
the merciful, touches the sinking one, and the 
restorative contact of the loving hand is ac 
companied by the voice of the Saviour, 
“ Arise, be not afraid.”’ Arise in the strength 
of a new existence, whose wells of life find 
never failing sources in Me, the fountain 


head. Arise, and descending the mount of a| 


divine manifestatiun, mingle with the throng 
of scribes and hypocrites and persecutors. 
Yet always lifting up the eyes toward Him 
whose touch restored, the newly transformed 
one sees “ Jesus only.” 


ELIZABETH GRINNELL. 
Maryville, EF, Tenn., Fourth mo. 26th, 1880. 








capital punishment . al 
to the Czarina Elizabeth, of Russia, concerning perpetu' 
peace between all Christian nations.”—J. W. L 





A MODERN VIKING AND HIS VOYAGES 





The following acesunt of Professor Nop. 


|denskidld and his several Arctic voyages 


is slightly 
thereupon 
Weekly. 
Prof. Nordenskidld, though still a young 
man, is a veteran of a score of years’ experi. 
ence in Arctic navigation. He was born at 
Helsivgfors, the capital of Finland, in 1839, 
His father was a well-known naturalist, 
chief of the mining department of Finland, 
He was an extensive traveller in the prose. 


condensed from 


an article 
in the 


Illustrated Christian 


|cution of scientific research, his travels 


extending as far as the Ural. His residence 
was at Fingord, which, with its treasures of 
old books and natural history collections, 
was a fitting home to develop the future 
explorer. His father spending so much 
time in travel, the conduct and arrangement 
of the early education of the boy and his 
brothers devolved upon the mother.* 

We have not space to follow the student 
life of the young man. The University of 
Helsingfors was his Alma Mater. Tkrough 
the operation of political reasons he was 
obliged to leave his native land, and, after 
some travel, became a professor in the 
Riks museum in Stockholm. 

In 1858 he took part as geologist in 
Torell’s first Spitzbergen Expedition, and in 
1861 in another carefully-equipped expedi- 
tion under the same leader. On this occs- 
sion he surveyed the northern part of 
Spitzbergen. In 1863 he married, and, as 
he says, ‘of course had abandoned 
all thoughts of further Arctic journeys. 
Circumstances, however,” he adds, ‘80 
arranged themselves that just from this time 
they were resumed by me, and on a greater 
scale than before.” 

In 1864 he was in command of an expedi- 
tion which completed the preliminary survey 
for the measurement of an are of meridian, 
mapped the southern part of Spitzbergen, 
and collected important data of the flora 
and fauna of the region. 

In 1868 he made another expedition, 
which brought home rich and important 
scientific collections. On this voyage his 
vessel, the Sofia, reached on the 19th of 
Ninth month the highest point which any 
vessel can be proved to have attained in the 
old hemisphere 

In 1870 Prof. Nordenskidld made a journey 
to Greenland, in which three young Swedish 
scientists took part, the expedition yielding 


*It isan interesting fact, mentioned in a book upon Nor- 
denskiold’s voyages, recently published by MacMillan & Co., 


that an ancestor of the Finnish explorer, named Otto Magant 
Nordenskiold, “drew on himself persecution and threats 0 
. for a very well-meant proposal made 
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unexpectedly rich scientific results. This 
journey was in some respects preliminary to 
the new Polar Expedition which set out in 
1872. This expedition was comparatively 
ansuccessful, but did not dampen the ardor 
of Oscar Dickson, who had contributed 
very largely to the expenses of these jour 
neys. In 1875 and 1876 voyages were 
made by our explorer along the nortbern 
coast of Europe as far as the Yenissej river. 
These voyages opened the way for that 
which has now been so successfully accom- 
plished. 

Of the marvellous sights of those northern 
latitudes, the auroras, the halos, the long 
Polar nights; of the many thrilling adven- 
tures and wonderfnol escapes, we have no 
place here to speak, but must hasten on to a 
brief account of the voyage, now just 
completed, which has made Nordenskidld’s 
name world-famous, 


The first Northeast Passage Expedition 
was fitted out more than three centuries ago, 
under the direction of Sebastian Cabot. 
Sir Hugh Willoughby was its commander, 
and he and all his crew were frozen to death 
on the coast of Russian Lapland. A num- 
ber of other expeditions followed, but all 
without success. 


Tt was natural that when the possibility 
of reaching the mouths of the great Siberian 
rivers had been placed beyond a doubt by 


the voyages of 1875 and 1876, Nordenskiéld| from the Siberian rivers, and more or less 


should turn a longing eye to the unexplored 
sea on the northern coast of Asia, and should 
entertain the idea of the practicability of 
effecting the northeast passage. The new 
expedition was planned on a larger scale 
than any of the preceding, the expenses 
being contributed by a number of interested 
individuals and by the Swedish government. 
The vessel chosen was the steam-whaler 
Vega, of 500 tons burden, and with engines 
of sixty horse-power. The Vega was full 
bark-rigged, and was a good sailer. The 
ship’s company consisted of nine officers 
and scientific gentlemen, including the com- 
mander, eighteen volunteer seamen of the 
Swedish navy, and three Norwegian walrus 
hunters. They were provisioned for two 
years and furnished with a plentiful supply 
of antiscorbutics. 


The Vega, accompanied by several other 
vessels to go part of the way carrying extra 
Stores, sailed from Gothenburg Seventh 
month 4,1878. On the 19th of the month 
following, the Vega and her remaining 
consort, the Lena, the other vessels 
having returned, anchored in a little bay 
near Cape Chelyuskin. The first object of 
the voyage had been attained—the northern- 
Most point of the Old World. Flags were 





hoisted and a salute fired in honor of the 
event. The air had cleared and the cape, 
called sometimes Cape Severo and Northeast 
Cape, lay before them lighted up by the sun 
and free from snow. A large polar bear 
was seen parading the beacb, with eyes and 
nose turned toward the bay to inspect the 
new arrivals. Cape Chelyuskin forms a low 
promontory, lying 77° 41’ north and 104° 1’ 
east. Inland the mountains appear to rise 
gradually to a height of 1,000 feet. Both 
the plains and the high land were observed 
to be free from snow, but the icefoot still 
remained at the beach in most places. 

Leaving their anchorage at the cape on 
the 20th, the vessels worked their way along, 
sometimes encountering drift-ice or large 
floes, finding navigation difficult owing to 
tog, and sometimes forced to get out of ice- 
entanglements by the same course by which 
they had entered the floes. As they worked 
eastward, picturesque mountains, at least 
2000 to 3000 feet high, were seen at a short 
distance inland. These were free of snow 
to their highest summits. Animal life was 
found to be rich, while all the animals found 
were clearly of pure Arctic type. Often 
now as they sailed along no trace of ice 
could be seen from the vessels, and, as they 
before encountered land where sea was 
shown on the maps, they now sailed over 
regions marked as land. 

They found that surface currents running 


warmed during the hot Siberian summer, 
make the Polar Sea, during a short season 
of the year, nearly ice-free along the coast. 
The two vessels parted on the 28th of 
Kighth mo, the Vega to continue her east- 
ward voyage and the Lena to ascend the 
river of the same name. She reached 
Yakutsk safely three weeks later. 
Nordenskidld’s hope was that he would 
meet with no extraordinary delays from ice, 
and be able to reach Bebring’s Straits by 
the end of Ninth month. But it was to be 
otherwise, and it was many months before 
any further tidings were received from the 
expedition. Pushing along as best they 
could, they found the ice gradualiy gaining 
on them. By the 25th of Eleventh mo., the 
newly-formed ice was nearly two feet thick, 
and there was no longer any hope of getting 
free before the next summer. The Vega’s 
winter harbor was situated in the northern- 
most part of Bebring’s Straits, a mile from 
land and only a short distance trom the 
Pacific. ‘‘ When we were frozen in,” writes 
Nordenskidld, ‘‘ there was ice-free water 
some minutes farther east.” A single hour’s 
steaming of the Vega at fulls peed had prob- 
ably been sufficient to traverse this dis- 
tance, and a day earlier the drift-ice at this 
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point would not have formed any serious] more uniform victory was afterwards filled, 7, they | 
obstacle to the advance of the vessel. keep a sensitive conscience, quick to discern th. walki 
But here they were obliged to stay, pur-| least yielding to sin as he did, is most important, a 
suing their meteorological, magnetical, 8€0-| It drives to prayer—to thirst for inward purity. a 
negro aga Foe pe pe ae for a heart dead to sin and quick to delight tog f/m ‘i 
or ays. During their imprisonmen ager ¥ worl 
the aeunine of the sapetialin cauvel good a : ct : Ya teed bi ni pe - meet 
health and good spirits. The time was|/©Sm°n's Upon, : ' a te ed = 
spent in busy scientific work and in inter- and kena ore mi a on ae to the — 
course with the friendly Tchuktches, who baptism of Christ's cleansing fire. Thus thein MB ther 
supplied the party with bears and reindeer. | Side of the cup becomes refined and clean, ani J mos 
Game was abundant, and spring brought|the outer life corresponds—the outside is clea forc 
numbers of wild fowl. There was no dark | also. = 
period, the upper limb of tke sun being visi- errnice the 
ble for a brief time on the shortest day. SEA AIR AND SEA BATHING. By John ¥, alif 
On the 18th of Seventh mo. 1879, the Packard, M. D. Presley Blakiston, Philadelphia, cos 


Price 50 cents. 

The great heat of our summers makes a tr 
to the sea-side either essential for health or very 
desirable for rest and renewal of vigor, to very 
many people. So many thousands now spend 
from a few days to a few months at the shore, 
that it is well to have competent directions how 
to bathe and _ how to live so as to enjoy the stay 
the most, and return in the best health and spit. 
its. This Dr. Packard has given in his little 
American Health Primer on the subject. He 
first treats briefly of v rious forms of bath 
ing. Sea bathing is then discussed, and the 
reason given why so many who go to sea-side 
resorts fail to get the benefit they expect and 
should obtain. The treatment of accidents in 
bathing follows, and should be familiar to those 
who visit the beaches. The danger of sea-bath- 
ing is real, Every summer valuable lives are 
lost, and the public need not only to learn how 
to avoid this danger, but also how to assist when 
accidents occur. Every ocean boarding: house 
should have these directions at hand, so that 
properly-directed efforts may be used in cases of 
long immersion in the water, and thus life be 
saved. Attention is also called to those sanitary 
measures whose careful observance or neglect 
make an ocean boarding-house a blessing ora 
blight to its visitors, 

Amusements for the sea-side are referred to, 
in which the author allows greater latitude than 
is wise. Amusements fraught with moral danger 
at home are even more so at watering places. 
The near approach of summer makes the issue 
of this volume timely. 


Vega was released from the long imprison- 
ment, and on the 20th passed through Beb- 
rings Straits into the Pacific, the first vessel 
that had accomplished the voyage from the 
Atlantic by the northeast passage. It was 
not until this (Fourth) month of 1880, that, 
as the telegraph informs us, the expedition 
again reached Sweden. 

Already, it is said, this adventurous voy- 
age is beginning to develop practical results. 

The country which Nordenskiéld has 
shown to be accessible by sea instead of by 
the former overland routes, is a territory 
larger than all that portion of our owa 
country which lies west of the Mississippi. 
It is said by Nordenskiold to be capable of 
producing corn and wheat in almost inex 
haustible quantities. It is rich in mineral 
deposits, and abounds with fur-bearing 
animals. 

The old vikings made their bold expedi- 
tions bent on conquest and plunder. Our 
modern viking has been as bold as bis hardy 
Northmen ancestors, but his conquests have 
been in the realms of peace, and his plunder 
has been the secrets of unknown seas. 
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DIED. 

BETTLE.—At his home, in Philadelphia, on the 
28th of First month, 1880, Samuel Beitle, a minister 
and member of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting of 
Friends for the Western District, aged 70 years. It 
has been felt impossible in an obituary article to set 
forth in all their fulness the life, character and set- 
vices of this minister of Jesus Christ; but it has 


A NEW EDITION of the life of John Ford of York, 
England, has just been issued, and it is a very in- 
structive book from the candor with which he 
unveils his religious life. At one place he writes, 
“Though I often fall, sin is not my delight; it is 
my burden, my grief, my abhorrence. I long 


to serve Christ more ardently, more faithfully. | seemed right that some notice, however inadequate, 

Since 1 have known the Christian’s hope,—and | should be taken of one who, having in the prime of 

I dare not doubt that Ido know something of life, submitted to the yoke of Christ, labored faithfully 

‘t—I : ith C in the Lord’s vineyard and in the wor!d, seeking to 

it,—1 can say with Cowper, turn men from darkness to light, and from the powet 
‘I never trusted in an arm save Thine, 


of Satan unto God. He was the son of Samuel and 
Nor hoped but in Thy righteousness divine.’ ” Jane Bettle,—both eminent and valued Friends 


; se : a , their day and generation,—whose fervent desire it was 
This was in his earlier Christian experience ; and | to bring up their children in the nurture and admoni- 
his thirst after a more faithful service; and a! tion of the Lord, and of whom it might be said that 
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they had no greater joy than to see their children | in the United States, and among the Indians and 
walking in the truth. But while thus favored with the} Freedmen ; also to the heads of Government at Wash- 
instruction and training of pious parents, when grown | ington; and held at different times many appointed 
to man’s estate, there came into his life all the temp-| meetings throughout the country adjacent to Philadel- 
tations to worldliness and all those allurements which| phia. In all these services, sometimes undertaken 
are calculated to beget and nourish that love of the} when in broken health, he placed all his reliance upon 
world and the things that are in the world,—which | the Great Head of the Church, and experienced that 
meet men on their entrance into active life. It was) “his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands 
after several years of devotion to secular pursuits,| to be made strong by the strength of the arms of the 
when fairly embarked in mercantile business, with; mighty God of Jacob.” Many are the testimonies to 
every prospect of continued and increasing success | the remarkable awakening character of his convincing 
therein; with everything at hand which it is deemed | utterances, being in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
most costly to surrender, that the conviction was| power, revealing the deepest things of spiritual expe- 
forced home upon him that he could not serve two} rience, and speaking often to individual states with 
masters—that he had come to the place of decision—| directness, keen insight and power, so that believers 
on the one side the world and all its friendships; on| were edified, and the impenitent and guilty were 
the other the self-denying religion of Jesus Christ and} aroused and converted. Subject during later years to 
alife devoted to His service. It was to hima most| attacks of severe sickness, his health in the last year 
costly sacrifice—a virtual abandonment of all schemes} of his life seemed entircly restored. In the fall of the 
of worldly ambition, an absolute surrender of all! year; obtaining a Minute from his Monthly Meeting 
that he had, and all that he was, tothe service and/| for religious service outside its limits, he was engaged 
rule and government of Him who came into the world| in the discharge of this duty at the time of the attack 
to save sinners ; but yiclding himself to the convicting, | which terminated his life. The end came suddenly, 
contriting and powerful visitations of the Holy Spirit} but the language seemed appropriate, “ Blessed is that 
with which he was favored, he became willing to lay| servant whom his Lord when He cometh shall find 
everything at the feet of Christ, and to know his will| watching.” He was enabled to testify that he saw 
brought into subjection to the will of his Divine Lord | nothing further for him to do. Lapsing into a semi- 
and Master. Samuel Bettle, although by birth and| conscious state during the last twelve hours, the words 
education a member of the Society of Friends, became | Holy, Holy, Holy, were constantly uttered in a me- 
a thorough Quaker from conviction. Having, through | lodious voice, that seemed already attuned to the 
the operations of the Holy Spirit on his heart, been| harmonies of Heaven. Dying an hour before sunrise, 
made conscious of his fallen and undone condition} without a struggle, gently as a child falling asleep, it 
without a Saviour, he was led to place all his hope of | is reverently believed that his spirit entered into that 
salvation on His atoning blood, to accept Him as his| city which needeth not the light of the sun to enlighten 
Mediator between God offended and him offending, as| it—the city of the Living God—there to join “the 
the Days-man betwixt them who could lay His hand! innumerable company of His messengers who have 
upon them both. Having thus witnessed reconcilia.| preached His Gospel in their lives here,” in singing 
tion with God, it was his engagement to seek to know| ceaseless praises to Him who hath washed and re= 
His will concerning him, and thus he became willing | deemed them with His own precious blood. 

not only to testify what the Lord had done for his | 

soul, but shunned not to declare unto men the whole | 
counsel of God, as ability and opportunity were afford-| ‘THERE is still lacking a considerable sum to enable 
ed. His ministry was clear, eloquent, thoughtful,| Oregon Friends to build a meeting-house. It is very 
weighty, and, above all, accompanied with unction.| desirable that the sum required should be made up at 
It was evidently his desire to speak under the fresh| an eatly day. Subscriptions may be sent to Elwood 
anointing of the Spirit, with which he seemed often| C. Siler, Bloomingdale, Indiana. 

to be baptized in no ordinary degree, and for which 
he waited humbly and prayerfully, judging trom his| ~~~ aa ap ? 
solemn, deliberate and reverent manner, not only in RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
the public assembly, but at all other times of waiting | 


before the Lord. He preached a round and full Gos- , a 
pel, embracing sanctification and justification, honoring tee Se ae a ee 


duly the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. Pos- - ping or ware oahy 24 a 
sessing naturally a vigorous and comprehensive intel- | ° the Methodist Episcopal Church. low there 
lect, a sound and sagacious judgment, a happy com- | are 198,000, a gain of 174,000 since that event, 
mand of language, vivid descriptive powers, a fine| ™OSt of whom have been converted at its altars 
appreciation of the beauties of literature, a remarkably and under ts minsiry. Then those 24.000 Were 
retentive and well stored memory, with deep and mostly in bonds, without ecclesiastical autonomy 
growing knowledge and experience of men and affairs,| Of the enjoyment of the rights of citizens or 
his conversation was interesting and instructive, not; Christians; without schools or Bibles. Now they 
unfrequently rising to a nervous and commanding elo- have churches, conferences, pastors and presid- 
quence. As he deepened he broadened, and loving| ing elders of their own choice, representation in 
Christianity not because it is Quakerism, he loved the| the General Conference, equal rights with their 
doctrines and testimonies of the Society of Friends| brethren, schools, books, and the Bible in their 
because he believed them to be the very truth of Christ} houses by scores of thousands.” Such facts 
Friend, ool Christianity. Tenderly attached to| should be borne in mind by those who are dis- 
sppeilivedion of aut Yearly Meeting, he, under the| posed to assert that freedom has brought few 
ferent Ononc te ted? Paid many visits among the dif-| blessings to the colored people of this country. 
Quarterly Meetings, at various times, and there heiet 
are Many witnesses to the power and life of his Gospel PROFESSOR CHRISTLIEB in his paper on “The 
ministry. Almost constantly laboring, when health Present Condition of Evangelical Missions among 
permitted, among Friends of his own particular Meet-| the Heathen,” estimates the present namber of 
ing, he was often sent as the minister of hope and, native Christian adherents to such missions at 
bon to the bereaved and afilicted, the widow, 1,650,000, and puts the increase for 1878 at about 
a ne and those who had no helper. Besides 60,000, or more than the whole number at the 
8¢ labors he made visits to several Yearly Meetings beginning of the century. The Free churches 
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work instead of charity, plenty instead of starva- 
tion, clean and sightly garments instead of rags, 
wholesome houses instead of hovels, and health 
instead of beggary and distress, 


oa 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


SECOND QUARTER. 
LESSON 7. Fifth month 16th, 1880. 
THE MARRIAGE FEAST. Matt, xxii. 1-14. 

Gotpen TrxtT.—“As many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage.” —Matt. xxii. 9. 

Between this and the previous lesson our Lord 
made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He 
cast out from the temple all those who bought 
and sold within its sacred precincts, and over- 
threw the tables of the money-changers. He 
also uttered the curse on the barren fig tree. 
The question was put to Him as He taught in 
the temple, by what authority He did those 
things. His question in return brought out the 
true character of the chief priests and elders. 
For with them belief or non-belief in the baptism 
of John was considered as nothing; onlv what 
effect their answer would have: Our Lord then 
told the parables of “‘ The two sons,” and of the 
householder who let out the vineyard to hus- 
bandmen, who beat or killed or stoned his ser- 
vants, and afterward killed his son. He also 
referred to the stone which the builders rejected 
becoming the head stone of the corner. The 
parable of the husbandmen, after the driving 
out of the buyers and sellers in the temple, and 
the explanation, aroused the fury of the chief 
priests, who would have killed Him if they had 
not feared the people. 


THE LESSON. 


Verse 1. The great advantage of speaking in 
parables isseen in this place, where our Lord 
= surrounded by those who sought to slay 

im, 

_ 2, The parable of the invitation to the supper 
in Luke was probably spoken at an earlier date 
in our Lord’s ministry, and that invitation was 
not given bya king. The marriage of the king’s 
son would be a very important occasion in his 
reign, hence the greater insult to him if those 
who were invited refused to come. 

3. The guests had already been bidden—now 
the call went forth, and they would not come— 
the invitation of a king is a command, disobedi- 
ence to which showed disloyalty, if not rebellion. 

4. Ifthe first call was not sufficient, a second 
one was made, though this was not usually done. 
This time the additional message was sent—my 
dinner is prepared,—all things are ready,—- 
come. 

_5. This verse is the important one,—shey made 
light of it—the invitation of the king was treated 
with contempt; they paid no attention to the 
Pressing invitation ; their own selfish interests 
were of far more importance to them. 

6. Some of those who had been invited to at- 
tend the marriage, in their spiteful rage killed 
the messengers, after having shamefully insulted 


7. The king punished the rebellion of his 


subjects; he not only destroyed these men, but 
urned their city. So great numbers of Jews 


perished in the siege of Jerusal d the cit 
was destroyed, . AP ee 


8. The destruction of those who were unworthy 
to be his guests did not satisfy the king ; his 
purpose must not be thwarted; the banquet was 
prepared, and must be enjoyed,—the marriage 
must go on. 

g. Therefore he commanded his servants to 
invite all whom they found in the streets of his 
city to come in and partake of the good things 
which had been prepared. The Jews toa large 
extent rejected Christ, but the Gentiles, whom 
they despised, were gathered into the church. 

1o. The servants of the king went out and 
gathered them together—probably the word here 
really signifies that they collected those whom 
they found, and prepared them to go in to the 
supper. Bad and good refers probably to such 
as the Jews would think unfit to be invited to 
Messiah’s feast, such as Samaritans, publicans, 
Roman centurions, &c. 

11, Everything being in readiness, the king 
came to welcome those that had been brought in 
and show his respect for them. But one had 
dared to insult him in a way that cculd not be 
borne—he caused by his work-day apparel— 
perhaps soiled and dull—a jarin the harmony, 
he was a spot in the feast (Jude 12.) He had 
come into the presence of the king unprepared. 
At the present time, at the royal courts of Eu- 
rope, it would be very insulting for one to enter 
the sovereign’s reception-room in an uncourtly 
dress. In this latter case the guests furnish their 
own, but the king had furnished the garments 
for his zuests. 

12. The first words of the king were, ‘Friend, 
how camest thou in hither not having a wedding 
garment,” as if unwilling to judge harshly. 
Speechless—If the servants had not shown him 
where he could obtain the proper garment he 
would have had an excuse. 

13. The words were very gentle, but the pun- 
ishment was severe ; from the delightsome feast 
prepared by the king, he was to be taken, after 
he had been bound, and cast into the outer 
darkness of the night. 

14. The call is to all, but there has to be 
watchfulness all the time. The man who came 
to the feast not having on the marriage garment 
was in very little better condition than those who 
had ignored the message of the king. He lacked 
the righteousness of faith; he had not put on 
Christ, so as to be in some measure like Him in 
character. 

In this parable there are two things to be con- 
sidered. First, what was our Lord's object in 
relating it at this time to those Jews who were 
ready to kill him if they could? Second, what 
is the especial point of instruction to us who 
read this parable so that we may be benefited? 


TRUTHS TAUGHT AND SUGGESTED. 


st. The lesson to the Jews was that God the 
Father as a King had bidden them by the law 
and the prophets to accept the blessings of Mes- 
siah’s conting, and be of His church, 

2nd. Upon refusal He further sent the Apos- 
tles to invite them. They rejected His call, mal- 
treated His Son, and would suffer punishment as 
a nation and the destruction of their city. All 
scoffers, and those who reject Christ, will be 
punished. 

3rd. Others would be called in, which has been 
done by the Apostles and all pure, earnest teach- 
ers and preachers since. Many have acted like 
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the Jews and have refused—loving self and the 
world. God’s grace has prevailed, and myriads 
have come in to the King’s marriage supper, to 
believe in and be united to Christ by faith, be- 
coming like Him by putting on Christ. 

4th. Of those who profess to accept the invita- 
tion of the Gospel there will be a sifting. Those 
who are self-righteous, those who say and do not, 
those who are false, lustful, careless of duty, or 
sensual, having not the Holy Spirit, will be chal- 
lenged. 

sth. Those having not the wedding garment of 
Christ’s practical righteousness will be speech- 
less, without excuse; for He offers fulness of 
grace to overcome all sin, and to cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and of the 
spirit, so that our very thoughts may be clean. 

6th. The well-to-do may refuse ; if so, the min- 
isters of Christ are to go to the highways. 

7th. The destroying of the murderers, the burn- 
ing of their city, the casting into outer darkness, 
are stern announcements of God’s severity, as 
the feast is of His goodness. 

8th. A city full refused to come; only one is 
mentioned as coming, and yet being con- 
demned. 

oth, If we would take this parable home to our- 
selves we must remember that the call has been 
loud and clear to us to come to the marriage 
supper provided by our Father in Heaven; that 
the consequences of delay, of returning a scof- 
fing answer or no answer to His messengers, 
will be death; that now is the time, all things 
are ready—-the atonement has been made; and 
if we are willing to receive and put on the mar- 
riage garment, it will be furnished by the King. 
There is a personal responsibility treated of in 
this parable which is very striking, considering 
the number of persons concerned; the King 
Himself looks on each guest. As in all the 
teaching of our Lord, contempt appears as the 
exact opposite to the spirit of Christ. 


ED 


SD 
SA 
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SOCIETY INTELLIGENCE. 

Lost CREEK QUARTERLY MEETING.—Under 
a sense of duty, my sister, Keturah Miles, 
and myself, with Levi Binford and wife, came 
last fall to East Tennessee, and in the Eleventh 
month attended Lost Creek Quarterly Meeting, 
held at Newhope, Green County. 

The meeting is small yet owned by the dear 
Master. Many Friends have emigrated to more 
fertile soils, or to get away from slavery. On First- 
day there was a large concourse of people, the 
house crowded, and a large meeting in the grove. 
But good order prevailed, and we hope some 
good was done in the name of Christ, all praise 
to His holy and ever worthy name. We con- 
tinued holding meetings and visiting families of 
Friends and others, 

There is a remnant of earnest, seeking chil- 
dren of the Lord here. For these our hearts have 
gone out in prayer, and our sympathies to them 
at the thought of what they passed through dur- 
ing the war and before. Sometimes it would 
seem as if the meeting must go down, so many 
would leave, and then the Lord would bring 
others forward to take their places, and so the 
meeting was kept up and blessed. A goodly 
number of young people have accepted Christ 


———s 
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as their Leader and Teacher; may these go 9; 
the name and power of God, conquering all thy 
would oppose the Lamb’s blessed warfare, 
My dear co-laborers stayed one month with 
and then felt clear to go to other places, It wy 
a trial of faith to me, but as I could not see 
way clear to go with them, I committed my ally 





the dear Master and remained. In company 5 : 
° 3 ° . : of Frie 
with Benjamin J. Mills, an earnest young man, 4 e wh 
visit was paid to some isolated Friends in Union nite 4 
County, and four precious meetings were helj a nit 
with them, to which the people flocked, Som The 
other Friends had been holding meetings theg d by 
once a month. May the Lord raise up some oy os «¢ 
in their midst to teach them the way of life and sddre: 
salvation, -The field is great, the laborers too fey, «The 
Juxia A. McCoot, the sc 
Fourth mo, 22d, 1880. “The 
ELKANAH AND IRENA BEARD started for Chey sons, 
enne Agency on the 26th of Fourth month, teachi 
At the Monthly Meeting held at Blooming. PFC" 
dale, Fourth mo, 4th, a committee appointed the Th 
previous month on holding joint sessions of men jy ‘e i 
and women in meetings for discipline, proposed adu , 
that such sessions be held for the transaction of fy ‘et 
certain classes of business, such as reports on (jm 9S 
general subjects, Bible-school reports, educa jm '¥ 8" 
tional and missionary work, the reading of the ot 
London Epistle, Yearly Meeting minutes of ad. h 
vice, &c. The proposal was pretty generally ‘J 
approved, but as there were some objections the de 
matter was left without adoption. - 
Stephen Breed has been engaged in religiow yey 
labor in the neighborhood of ‘Robinson's Milk a 
and has met with so much success, that he and a 
his wife have felt it their duty to locate there an 7 
assist in establishing a meeting. The meeting a 
on Ministry and Oversight has given them sym oli 
pathy and encouragement, and they have movel tie 
thither. The meeting is to be known as Mout visi 
Pleasant, ot 
The members of our meeting have appointed Fis 
mectings on First-day evenings for the purpos pes 
of reading, and investigating the leading subjects 
referred to in our new Book of Discipline, so that 
we may all become thoroughly acquainted with 
it. E. T. COLEMAN. , 
Bloomingdale, Ind. 
PHILADELPHIA FIRST-DAY SCHOOL Ri 
CONFERENCE. ph 
The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of Friends’ 
First-day School Association was held on Second 
and Third-day evenings of Yearly Meeting week 
Marcellus Balderston being appointed Chairman hi 
and Wm. M. Longstreth and Franklin E. Paige, BV 
Secretaries. h 
After the re-appointment of Asa S. Wing 3% a 
Treasurer and of an Executive Committee for B , 
the ensuing year, and the reading of the minutes ; 
of the former Committee and the Treasurer $ I i 
port, the Reports from the Schools and Classes ; 
represented in the Association, numbering 4 1 
were read, and elicited interesting and encoum I 
ging remarks upon different phases of the subject g 
By these reports it appears that 144 officers t 
and teachers and more than 1850 scholars art ] 
now on the rolls. In 1879, when 125 officers am 


teachers and 1454 scholars were reported @ 
statistical information was received from 10 
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and classes which this year returned Io 
= and teachers and 255 scholars, one of 
them being a Bible-class of 15 members which 
has but recently been started. This shows an 
apparent gain of 9 officers and teachers and about 
iso scholars during the year. : 

Of these 14 schools, three are for the children 
of Friends, two are Friends’ Bible-classes, nine 
are wholly or in part Mission schools—six for 
white and three for colored persons ;—and two of 
the nine are ‘‘ Union ” schools. ; 

The interest of the meeting was much increas- 
ed by the reading of an essay (by Joel Bean) 
on “Quakerism and Bible Schools, and short 
addresses by two members of the Association on 
“The value of keeping up an acquaintance with 
the scholars by visiting at their homes,” and on 
“The advantage of diligent preparation for les- 
sons, endeavoring to make each one clear in its 
teaching on some point of Christian doctrine or 
practice as drawn from the Holy Scriptures.” 

The attention of Friends was again called to 
the needs of the St. Mary street school for colored 
adults, by the reading of an interesting report 
therefrom. Since the death of their missionary, 
whose devoted and valuable services were loving- 
ly given so long as life lasted, there is only one 
Friend connected with the school, 

The desirability of co-operation on the part of 
the young men belonging to Twelfth Street Meet- 
ing with the school in their meeting house was 
dwelt upon. The belief was expressed that 
teachers would be qualified by our Divine Master 
for work in this and other schools if they would 
seek preparation from Him, and stand ready to 
do willing service for Him whenever He gave 
opportunity. 

In addition to visiting pupils at their homes, 
several reports alluded to the greater benefit to 
be derived from an interchange of letters. While 
visits might be untimely or the conversation for- 
gotten, letters were often treasured and read at 
leisure when the heart was more susceptible to 
beneficial influences. 


+O. 


FREEDMEN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION. 

The Annual Meeting of the Freedmen’s 
Relief Association of Friends of Philadel-| 
phia was held on Second-day evening, the 
19h ult., an unusually large number of 
Friends being present. 

The Annual Report stated that 18 schools 
have been sustained, two of which were in 
Virginia, the rest in North Carolina. The 
highest enrollment for one month was 2469, 
and the highest average attendance 1660, 
the latter lower than usual because of bad 
Weather and sickness. Of those enrolled 
1106 were in advanced reading books, 900 
In geography, 1139 in arithmetic, and 233 in 
higher branches of study. At three of the 
Schools there are classes being trained for 
teachers. The number in Bible.schools on 
fm is 2089, an increase over last year 


There have been distributed 727 Bibles 


and portions of Scripture, 639 simple Scrip- 
ture question books, 33 4 books, 22,461 tracts, 
and 775 religious papers. The Bibles were 
chiefly contributed by the Bible Association 
of Friends in America. 

The total receipts were $10,256.25, of 
which $4569.60 were from contributions, the 
remainder chiefly from State funds. 

From past and present circumstances there 
is still inadequate provision for the elevation 
and education of the poorer classes, both 
colored and white, in the Southern States, 
and the demand for the continuance of this 
educational work is still great. The re- 
port states that ‘‘The disposition has been 
so general in Freedmen's schools to educate 
them for teachers or lawyers or preachers, 
that their instruction in mechanical pursuits, 
and in busiaess knowledge and habits, has 
been deficient.”” How these shall be sup- 
plied the report does not enlighten us. 

The central school has been at Danville, 
and the appreciation of this school by the 
authorities of the town is shown by the fact 
that they promise that a substantial build- 
ing shall be erected for the school the coming 
summer, instead of the present old and di- 
lapidated one. 

The report closes with stating that, ‘‘ The 
future of the colored race in America is at 
the present time involved in much obscurity. 
Their relation to the country at large is one 
of the most important problems before the 
nation, and only an Omniscient Providence 
can foresee how it will be solved. Perhaps 
we ought not to have expected an early solu- 
tion, and perhaps great mistakes may have 
been committed in the method of reconstruc- 
tion of the governments of the disaffected 
States. However these things may be, the 
fact stands sure, that we still find the freed 
people in a condition of incapacity to rely 
upon their own unaided efforts and wisdom. 
It is unnecessary now to query whether they 
would be capable of so doing even if accord- 
ed full and impartial opportunities with 
others, in view of their uncivilized origin 
and two and a half centuries of enslavement. 
Enough is it for us to seek to know our 
duty year by year, and knowing, to fulfil it, 
thankful if we may be permitted to con- 
tribute something towards effacing the sad 
debt of our country to the people they have 
so long held in bondage.” 

Remarks were made by Samuel Morris 
and Arthur Albright of England, both of 
whom had recently been in the South, and 
by David Heston and Joseph Walton, who 
had visited the colored people in the Atlantic 
States a few years since. They pressed the 
need of education for the colored people, 
and that the poverty of those States where 
our schools are forbade the maintenance of a 
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good system of public schools in some dis- 
tricts. 

Fanny Jackson, the Principal of the 
Colored Institute in Philadelphia, said that 
both her own people and the whites of the 
South must learn to honor labor. In the 
long struggle for recuperation there, both 
races should receive the sympathy and aid 
of the rest of the nation. 

Mary Jones, wife of Alfred H. Jones, who 
has so long been the very efficient superin- 
tendent of the schools, spoke of the warm, 
gratitude of the tolored people among whom 
the schools were placed. 

An Exeeutive Committee was appointed 
and encouraged to prosecute the work. 
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From Scribner’s Monthly. 


THE SOLITARY BEE. 

If you “leave no stone unturned” in your 
walks through the fields, you may perchance 
discover the abode of one of our solitary 
bees. . . . When you go a hunting for the 
honey bee, and are in quest of a specimen 
among the asters or golden-rod in some 
remote corner field to start a line with, you 
shall see how much this little native bee 
resembles her cousin of the social hive. 
There appear to be several varieties, but the 
one I have in mind is just the size of the 
honey bee, and of the same general form and 
color, and its manner among the flowers is 
nearly the same. On close inspection, its 
color proves to be lighter, while the under 
side of its abdomen is of a rich bronze. The 
body is also flatter and less tapering, and 
the curve inclines upward rather than down- 
ward. You perceive it would be easy for 
the bee to sting an enemy perched upon its 
back. One variety, with a bright buff abdo- 
men, is called ‘“‘sweat bee’ by the laborers 
in the field, because it alights upon their 
hands and bare arms when they are sweaty, 
doubtless in quest of salt. It builds its 
nest in little cavities in rails and posts. But 
the one with the bronze or copper bottom 
builds under a stone. I discovered its nest 
one day in this wise: I was lying upon the 
ground in a field watching a line of honey- 
bees to the woods, when my attention was 
arrested by one of these native bees flying 
about me in a@ curious, inquiring way. 
When it returned the third time, I said, 
“ That bee wants something of me,”’ which 
proved to be the case, for 1 was lying upon 
the entrance to its nest. On my getting up, 
it alighted and crawled quickly home. I 
turned over the stone, which was less than 
a foot across, when the nest was partially 
exposed. It consisted of four cells built in 
succession in a little tunnel that had been 



































great ingenuity and skill. 


it, and so was obliged to construct it of 
ping them one over another. 


carrying fragments of # yellow autumn leaf 
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excavated in the ground. The cells, whieh that 
were about three-quarters of an inch} = 
and half as far through, were made of gy = 
tions cut from the leaf of the maple, Ast 
with the mandibles of the bee, which Work this 
precisely like shears. I have seen thehy ™ of ‘ 
at work cutting out these pieces, gy jm > 
moves through the leaf like the band of ty = 
tailor through a piece of cloth. When th = 
pattern is detached, she rolls it up, and ep. a 
bracing it with her legs, flies home With it, as 
often appearing to have a bundle disprope, aft 
tionately large. Each cell is made up of, ™ it? 
dozen or more pieces; the larger ones, thog - 
that form its walls, like the walls of a paper g° 
bag, are oblong, and are turned down at on 

end so as to form the bottom ; not one thick. 

ness of leaf merely, but three or four thick. 
nesses, each fragment of leaf lapping over 
another. When the cell is completed itis}, 
filled about two-thirds full of bee. bread—the F 
color of that in the comb in the hive, bu r 
not so dry, and having a sourish smell, b 
Upon this the egg is laid, and upon this the ir 
young feed when hatched. Is the paper bag p 
now tied up? No, it is headed up; circul b 
bits of leaves are nicely fitted into it to th y 
number of six or seven. They are cut with t 
out pattern or compass, and yet they are all ‘t 
alike, and all exactly fit. Indeed, the con- ] 
struction of this cell or receptacle shows ] 


The bee was, d 
course, unable to manage a single section of 
a leaf large enough when rolled up to form 


smaller pieces, such as she could carry, lap 
A few days later I saw a smaller species 


under a stone in a corn-field. On examining 
the place about sundown to see if the be § 
lodged there, I found her snugly ensconced 
in a little rude cell that adhered to the under 
side of the stone. There was no pollen in it, 
and I half suspected it was merely a berth 
in which to pass the night. 

These bees do not live even in pairs, but 
absolutely alone. They have large baskets 
on their legs in which to carry pollen, a0 
article they are very industrious in collecting. 

Why the larger species above described 
should have waited till October to build its 
nest, is a mystery to me. Perhaps the 
pollen of the fall flowers is indispensable; 
or may be this was the second brood of the 
season. JOHN BuRRovGHS. 








AmonG the purchases made by the British § 
Museum at the close of last year, is a tablet, ul 
fortunately much injured, which was compil 
shortly after the Persian conquest of Babylon. It 
gives the annals of the reign of the last Babylo 
nian king, Nabonidus, and a history of the events 





FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 623 


Neen EEE EESEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEeeeeeeeet 


lowed upon his overthrow. In the third 
a his as Cyrus, who is spoken of as 
King of Ansan, or Southern Elam, is referred to 
as fighting against the Median King Istuvegu, or 
Astyages. The defeat of the latter is fixed by 
this record at 549 B.C. Other mention Is made 
of Cyrus, until in the seventeenth year of Na- 
ponidus, having conquered Accad and received 
the support of its people, the Persian king enters 
Babylon. No mention is made of Belshazzar as 
sovereign in this account, but in one of the in- 
scriptions of Nabonidus, Belshazzar is spoken of 
as his “eldest son.” Nabonidus died eight days 
after the occupancy of his capital by Cyrus, who, 
itappears, adopted a very conciliatory policy 


toward the Babylonian divinities, sending the | 
gods of Accad back to their shrines. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 

A Hail Storm.—There was a great fall of 
hail at Richland, Iowa, on the morning of 
Fourth mo. 23d, destroying glass, injuring 
roofs and killing some stock and fowls. The 


| presents; give me gin and rum!” 





hail covered the ground to the depth of three | 
inches, and the surface of the earth was 
pierced full of holes as if the foot of a chair 
had been thrust in an inch deep. The stones 
were mostly round, and some were one and 
three-quarters of an inch in diameter. The 
‘hail was followed by rain, both lasting about 
half an hour. The hail on the ground looked 
like a vast sheet of snow as far as the eye 
could see. The fruit trees and bloom were 
injured, but the wheat looks better than was 
expected. The temperature was 56°, and 
the storm was accompanied with thunder 
and a great noise. There was a little wind 
from the north.— Numidia Gregory. 


Quere ?—Isthe accumulation of the waters 
of the tropical Atlantic. on the shores of 
South and Central America, owing exclu- 
sively to the trade-winds, or partly to the 
attraction of the moon and sun? [f assisted 
by the attraction which produces the tides, 
in what way is that assistance rendered ? 

Again: Is the gulf stream produced solely 
by the pressure of the accumulated waters in 
the gulf of Mexico? or is it assisted by the 
inertia of the water which has a motion east- 
ward by the earth’s diurnal motion, which, 
being greater at and near the equator than 
further from it, its tendency is to flow east- 
ward from the force of this inertia, faster 
than that portion of the earth in higher lati- 
tudes moves, and thus makes room for the 
gulf stream ; the current therefore flowing in 
& curve till it strikes the shores of Europe, 
and is drawn southward to occupy the place 
within the tropics, whence the westward 
force begins to act. So in the Pacific Ucean 
we find a similar current. 

If therefore a capacious channel should 
be made by any means at the isthmus, open- 


ling a passage for the waters of the Carib- 


bean Sea to flow into the Pacific, what 
would be the effect upon the harbors of our 
Atlantic border and upon the climate of 
Western Europe ?—@. W. T. 


Tue French explorer, Count de Seneille, has 
just returned to France, after an exploration of 
the river Niger. He relates that on reaching 
Lokodoga and offering the Sultan of that coun- 
try some cotton goods, he shouted: “I am a 
great Sultan, and nota dog! I don’t want your 
The Count, 
to his shame, gave hima bottle of gin, which 
caused another fit of delirium tremens. Further 
on, in the country of the Mitchis, a tribe of can- 
nibals, the Count found his travels brought for a 
time to an abrupt conclusion ; but, upon his own 
confession, it is neither an edifying nor morally 
brave spectacle of which we are told, that he 
“‘was obliged to eat a morsel (of human flesh) 
and to take a draught of human blood.” 


———--__—_.o——— 


‘*REST IN THE LORD, AND WAIT PATIENTLY 
FOR HIM.” 


This rest is not the brief release, 
That only lasts while tempests cease, 
A transient and uncertain peace ; 


Nor yet the long, untroubled sleep 
Of coral.groves beneath the deep, 
That know not when the whirlwinds sweep. 


It is that constant, changeless calm, 
That ’midst the billows’ worst alarm, 
Holdeth its faith, nor feareth harm. 


A rest, not on, but ‘in the Lord ”— 
Ah! could another human word 
Such sense of restfulness afford ! 


As if encircled by his love, 
On either side, beneath, above, 
The soul lost all desire to rove. 


Content to wait his chosen day, 
Nor count such waiting as delay, 
Though planets melt and suns decay. 


—Christian Weckly.. 


———— +2 —______ 


TO THE GOSSAMER LIGHT. 


Qaick gleam! that ridest on the gossamer! 
How oft I see thee, with thy wavering lance, 
Tilt at the midges in their evening dance, 

A gentle joust set on by summer airs. 

How oft { watch thee from my garden chair! 
And, failing that, I search the lawns and bowers,. 
To find thee floating o’er the fruits and flowers, 
And doing thy sweet work in silence there. 

Thou art the poet’s darling, ever sought 

In the fair garden or the breezy meaJ; 

The wind dismounts thee not; thy buoyant thread 
Is as the sonnet, poising one bright thought, 
That moves, but does not vanish, borne along 
Like light,—a golden drift through all the song. 


— Selected. 
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religious liberty ; probably in reference to the Govem, 
ment’s action against the Jesuits. 

The Socialists have formed a central committee in 
Paris, and have taken measures to come to an under. 
standing with their associates in the provinces m. 
specting a general revolutionary programme, to fom 
the basis of action in future elections. 

On the 3rd, a Republican and Roman Catholic 
7 on member introduced in the Chamber of Deputies » 

SUMMARY OF NEWS. interpellation contesting the validity of the old lays 
: cited by the government to sustain the decrees agai 
Lee from Europe unauthorized religious congregations. After oan 


; ment by the Minister of Justice in support of such 

GREAT BRITAIN.—The Gladstone Cabinet, fourteen validity, the Chamber, ona test vote, sustained the 
in number, is now complete. In addition to the names government view by 362 to 137. 
mentioned last week the Earl of Kimberly is Colonial |” GrRmany.—lIt is asserted that the German govern. 
Secretary, and H. E. C. Childers, Secretary of War.| ment has resolved, in concluding extradition treaties 
The Duke of Argyll is Lord Privy Seal ; John Bright, | with foreign countries, to insist that regicides shall be 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster; Sir William | included among offenders liable to expulsion and 
Vernon Harcourt, Home Secretary, and Lord North- | surrender. 
brook, First Lord of the Admiralty. The Zimes | In several instances lately, the majority in the 
characterizes the new administration as promising to Reichstag have voted against the expressed wishes of 
be “strong, moderate and representative.” Earl Cow- | the government. An amendment to the coasting-trade 
per has been appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. bill, giving equal rights to foreign and German vessels, 

Parliament was opened on the 2gth ult. by a royal | was adopted in spite of the opposition of one of the 
commission. The procedure consisted merely in sum- Secretaries; while a bill relative to German interests 
moning the House of Commons to the bar of the| inthe Samoan Islands in the Pacific Ocean, anda 
House of Lords and requesting them to elect a Speaker. proposition to introduce a tobacco monopoly, though 
Bradlaugh, a well-known atheistic writer and lectuger, strongly urged by the government’s supporters, were 
and a declared republican, who was returned as a rejected. These circumstances have given rise to 
member from Northampton, refused on the 3oth'to| rumors that the Reichstag will soon be dissolved, bat 
take the usual oath, on the ground that it would be no such action has yet been taken, and several impor 
mockery for him to call upon God to witness his de- tant measures must first be disposed of. 
claration, as he does not believe in Him, and that, as} Ruyssta.—St. Petersburg journals announce that with 
he does not believe in the monarchy, it would be dis- the return of spring the usual outbreak of fires is me 
honest to declare that he would support it. He was ported from various parts of Russia. At Radamys, 
willing, it is said, to make affirmation, but the authori- | in the Government of Tchernigoff, 70 houses have bet 
a of = House were not agreed whether this was | burned, and 130 at Nemeroff, in Podolia, rendering 
admissible. 


al , over 200 families homeless. ub . 

The naval training ship Atalanta, which left Ber- A dispatch from St. Petersburg to the Londo 
muda at the end of First month, with more than 300 | Standard, a few days since, stated that the places of 
young seamen and 11 officers on board, has not since | worship of the “Old Believers,” which have been 
been heard of, and all hope of its safety has apparently | closed for 40 years, will now be opened, in pursuance 
been abandoned. Terrific gales occurred on the At-| of measure passed by the Committee of Ministers 
lantic soon after the vessel left Bermuda, and it is and returned with the Emperor’s assent, removing 
supposed to have been lost in one of them. the disabilities of these and other dissenters in Russia 

Some of the masters affected by a notice given by | A recently published assertion that foreign Jews are 
the weavers of the Blackburn district, Lancashire, of | being expelled from Russia is emphatically denied, 
their intention to strike unless their wages are ad-| and it is said that the regulations against the residence 


vanced in the same proportion as was recently con- | of Jews in several provincial towns have been sis 
ceded to spinners and card-room hands, have given | pended by order of the Minister of the Interior. 


the latter parties a fortnight’s notice of a reduction of |" Jra41y.—'The Chamber of Deputies having taken 4 


wages. No steps have been taken towards a compro- | position hostile to the existing Ministry, the King bas 
mise, and a strike appears probable. 


i cree dissolving the Chamber. Elections 
IRELAND.—The Corstellation relief ship has dis- ries on the 16th Toate and the new Chamber 
charged its cargo to the British gunboats at Cork. will meet on the 28th. ; 
The meeting of Home Rulers was held as proposed | SPAINi—The Senate has passed a bill providing for 
on the 271h, but man 


y of the members of Parliament | the construction of a telegraph cable from Cadiz to 
were absent. Resolutions were adopted to avoid | 


Tslands. 

isolated action, and to endeavor to obtain amendments | “i aaalem acting Indian Agent at Los Pinos 
of the land laws. The Land League conference met Agency, on the Ute Reservation, Colorado, reported 
on the 29th; but according to the correspondent of the | to the Secretary of ‘the Interior, on the 27th ult, that 
London Zimes, it was small, not more than 250 per- | miners and prospectors were daily invading the Reser 
sons being present, and the delegates could not be vation, and more were said to be on the way. Ouray 
regarded as representatives of the country. A resolu- reported everything progressing favorably for a speedy 
tion was adopted in favor of pushing forward a bill to | settlement of the pending negotiations, provided tres 
suspend for two years ejectment for non-payment of rent, | passing could be prevented meanwhile. It \was.in 
and a committee, including two members of Parlia- anticipation of this danger that Secretary Schurz urged 
ment, was appointed to draft such a bill. that Congress should act promptly upon the agreement 

FRANCE.—The Chamber of Deputies has agreed to | made by him with the Utes, that steps might be taken 
a canal scheme for giving to Rouen better access to | tg execute it before trespassers could enter ; but that | 
the sea, by avoiding the tortuous course of the Seine body does not appear to have acted upon the subject. 
below that city. The total debt of the United States on the Ist inst. 

A committee, headed by the Duc de la Rochefou- | was $2,167,779,147-59, and deducting cash in the 
cauld, a Legitimist member of the Chamber of Depu- | 


‘ : Treasury, the net debt was $1,968,314,753- The de 
ties, has been formed to raise a fund for the defence of | crease of debt during the last month was $12,078, 
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